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Amendments to the Claims 

~"~ — — — — — — — _ SEP 2 5 2003 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the application. Claim 1-36 and 38-39 have been amended herein. The limitations of claim 37 

have been incorporated into independent claim 34 - claim 37 has been cancelled without 

prejudice or disclaimer. 

Listing of Claims 

I. (Currently amended) A system fep that automates^ detection and configuration of 
network parameters, comprising: 

a first computer system fef that communicategffig^te with a network; and 

at least a second computer system lor feat provtdesiag network information^ wh e rein t he 
first computer system queries the network and receives the network information from the at least 
a second computer system before a network identification has been established for the first 
computer svstemr and the first computer c onfi gures a network interface based on modifications 
^ to at least one stored configuration associated with the received network information. 



2. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 further comprising a storage for storing the at 
least one configuration utilized to configure the as s ociated - with a network interfac e, the firot 
computer-system configure s the network interface based upon the network information received 
from th e at least o, oooond oomputcr - oystom . 



3 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 4L wh e rein the first computer system 
configures the network interface by determining a network identification associated with the 
network information and matching the at least one configuration with the network identification. 



4. (Currently amended) The system of claim 3L wherein the at least one configuration is 
determined from previous network configurations. 
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5. (Currently amended) The system of claim whoroin the at least one configuration is 
determined from previous static configurations. 

6. (Currently amended) The system of claim 3L> whoroin the at least one configuration is . 
determined from previous dynamic configurations. 

7. (Cuirently amended) The system of claim l a wherein the query is a multicast 

8. (Currently amended) The system of claim 7 A wherein the multicast is addressed to a 
multicast Internet Protocol (IP) address. 

9. (Currently amended) The system of claim 8 a whorcin the source IP address is 0.0.0.0. 

10. (Currently amended) The system of claim l x whoroin t he at least a second computer 
system responds to the multicast address via a Network Configuration Protocol (NCP) header. 

11. (Currently amended) The system of claim 10 A wherein the NCP header further comprises 
a subnet address and subnet mask. 

12. (Currently amended) The system of claim l a whoroin the query is an Address Resolution 
Protocol (ARP) broadcast. 

13. (Currently amended) The system of claim \2 X wherein the ARP broadcast is associated 
with a router defined in the at least one configuration. 
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14. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 A wherein the first computer system interfaces 
to the network via at least one Network Interface Card (NIC). 



1 5 . (Currently amended) The system of claim l A wherein the first computer system further 
comprises a timer for detennming a time to receive the network information. 

1 6. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 A whofcki the at least a second computer 
system further comprises a timer for mitigating network traffic. 

17. (Currently amended) A method fef that automate^ detection and configuration of 
network parameters, comprising the steps of: 

querying a network, the network comprising apluialitv of network systems wherein 
respective network systems include a delay timer with a delay time based on a value of an 
associated address: 

receiving a response from the network; and 

configuring a network interface before a network identification has been established 
based upon the response from the network. 

1 8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 7 A further comprising the steps of: 
determining a network identification associated with the response; and 
matching at least one configuration associated with the network identification. 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17* wher e in the query is at least one of a 
multicast and a broadcast. 
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20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 A wh e r e in the query is an Address 
Resolution Protocol (ARP) broadcast. 



21 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 a wher e in the response is at least one of a 
multicast and a broadcast. 



22, (Currently amended) The method of claim 11 x farther comprising the step of starting a 
local timer to determine if a response has been received. 

23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 Z further comprising the step of starting at 
least one network system delay timer in order to mitigate network traffic. 



24. (Currently amended 1) A system fer that automatesie detection and configuration of 
network parameters, comprising: 

means for querying a network; 

means for receiving a response from the network; and 

means for configuring a network interface before a network identification has been 
established based upon the response from the network. 

25. (Currently amended) The system of claim 24 A further comprising: 

means for determining a network identification associated with the response; and 
means for matching at least one configuration associated with the network identification. 
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26. (Currently amended) A system for that automates^ detection and configuration of 
network parameters, comprising: 

a first computer system with having a network interface; 

a storage fef-that storesiag at least one configuration associated with a networic; sad 

at least a second computer system fef that providraiag network information Jojhefirst 
computer system: and 

a Multiple Internet Protocol Configurations (MIPQ service that matches the at least one 
configuration with a network identification , wher e in th e first computer sy s t e m configures the 
notwork interface by * dctcn«kiing n network identification associated with the network 
informatio n, wherein the first computer configures the network interface based on the matched 
configuration, received from the at least a second computer avatem - andmatohing tho at least ono 
configuration with the network identifioati ea. 

27. (Currently amended) The system of claim 26 3 further comprising a the Multiple Internet 
Protocol Configurations (MIPC) service comprising a set of configurations based on at least on 
one of nast network configurations and predetermined configurations^ the set artligedjo fef 
matc hing th e at l e ast on e configuration with t he network identification. 

28. (Currently amended) The system of claim 26 A wherein the network interface is at least 
one Network Interface Card (NIC). 

29. (Currently amended) The system of claim 28 A wh e rein the NIC is mapped to the at least 
one configuration by the MIPC service. 

30. (Currently amended) The system of claim 29, wherein the NIC is mapped via a binary 
table. 
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3 1 . (Currejitly amended) The system of claim 30 A further comprising at least one 
configuration detector (CD) for providing an association between the NIC and the at least one 
configuration. 



32. (Currently amended) The system of claim 3 1 A wher e in the configuration detector initiates 
a network operation is initiated by the configuration dotoctor by registering the network 
operation with the MIPC service. 

33. * (Currently amended) The system of claim 26 A wherein the at least one configuration 
further comprises at least one of an Internet Protocol (IP) address, a subnet mask, a gateway 
address, a DHCP server, and a name server. 



34. (Currently amended) A system &j that automatesie detection and configuration of 
network parameters, comprising: 

a first computer system having a network interface; 

a storage &¥ that storesiag at least one configuration associated with a network; aad 

at loast a second computer system for that providesmg network information; and 

a third computer system without a network identification : 

wherein the first computer system queries the at least a second computer system 
via the network interface to receive the network information before a network identification has 
been established for the first computer system; 

wherein the first computer system configures the network interface by 
determining a network identification associated with the network information and matching the 
at least one configuration with the network identificationTiand 
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the third computer system determines a network configuration via 
communications from at least one of the first computer system and the second computer system. 

35. (Currently amended) The system of claim 34 A wh e rein the query is a multicast. 

36. (Currently amended) The system of claim 34 4 whoFC ta the query is an Address Resolution 
Protocol (ARP) broadcast. 

37. (Cancelled) 
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38. (Currently amended) The system of claim 34^ wh e rein further comprising a router that 
transmits network configuration information periodically. 

39. (Currently amended) The system of claim 34 a wh e r e in the query requests and responses 
are multicast over different addresses. 
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